STEPHEN & JANET BLY WRITING QUOTES . . . 

“When either inspiration does not flow or I start writing and know it stinks, I have learned to plod through as many re-writes as it takes and not be intimidated by a lackluster first draft.  In the early days, I would have either tossed it or quit.  Now, I keep trudging until the crafting, free-flowing creative process kicks in.  What a joy it is when the scene or thought revives from this dead, dull thing and finally vibrates!  I call it inspired perseverance.”

Janet Chester Bly, copyright@2001

“In the 80s, the Christian Leaders and Speakers Seminars (CLASS) and Toastmasters helped me develop the courage and confidence I needed to speak on my own, after leaning on my husband as a speaking partner.  That’s also where I developed my three ‘I ams,’ that I borrowed from St. Paul in Romans 1.  I go over them in my mind for encouragement every time I get up to speak:  (1) I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish (vs. 14); (2) I am so eager to ‘preach’ the gospel (vs. 15); (3) I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes (vs.16).  I adapt these phrases to fit the situation and audience.  Somehow they fill me with vigor to get up there in front of folks and start talking, even if my mouth’s dry, my innards quiver, and I’m wondering why I ever agreed to do this.”

Janet Chester Bly, copyright@2001

“I’ve been asked by beginning writers, ‘What would you do different if you could start your writing journey all over?’  I would work at honing the craft of fiction at a much earlier stage by writing stacks of stories for my private slush piles.  I would have read more fiction of all types.  I’d have written a bazillion scenes in all my waiting times.  I’d have filled all the nooks and crannies with poetic prose, short stories, and the practice of conflict and character development.  Is it too late?  Maybe not.  But it will always be too little.”

Janet Chester Bly, copyright@2003

“The most important thing I learned about writing: every writer experiences seasons.  There’s the heady Spring Season when everything you write gets published and it’s all fresh, new, exciting.  There’s the Summer Season full of readers, fans, people who recognize your name, and the promise of unending future contracts.  There’s the Autumn Season when prospects become sparse and you need encouragement to stay productive while you rethink who you are and where you’re headed.  Then there’s Winter Season’s icy lulls of waiting and wondering if it’s all over and that’s all you’ve wrote forevermore.  The neat thing about it—winter doesn’t last if you keep plodding with that next idea.

Janet Chester Bly, from What The Wind Picked Up, copyright@2005
The most valuable lesson I learned about writing is that when the plot drags, shoot someone.  Stephen Bly, from What The Wind Picked Up, copyright@2005

