June 27, 2007

Greetings Janet,

   I have had many comments and letters from readers which have moved me very much, but perhaps the most memorable was one which happened in a city in the Pacific Northwest of America.  I was on tour, and doing and reading and signing in a bookshop.

   Before the public came in, the owner of the shop approached me discreetly and said that one of the readers who would ask for a book to be signed would look pretty rough, dirty and crumpled, and there might be a noticeable odour.  But would I please not make any sign that I had noticed, because she was homeless, living on the streets in all weathers, and had just spent the last twenty-five dollars she had on my new hardback book.  She and her friends sat on the pavement at night and passed it from one to another, sharing it.

   I don’t think I have ever had a more profound compliment than that.

   When she came, she was indeed as described, in all respects.  But she was well spoken, and obviously literate.  I wondered what tragedy had befallen her that she was reduced to these circumstances.  How might such a thing happen to any one of us?

   Of course I signed the book for her, spoke for a few moments, and then moved on to the next person.

   A little later in the evening I heard that someone had stolen it from her.  I was appalled, and wondered if the thief had had any idea what he, or she, had done.  The woman had paid everything she had for it.

   Naturally I asked the store owner if I could buy one to replace it, but she would not allow me to.  She insisted that she would replace it, if I would just sign the inside.

   The lesson I carry with me still is that one should never judge what a book may mean to someone else.  It could be immeasurably more than you can imagine, and more than we ourselves have given to own one.  They may have paid all they have for it – put the very best you have into it.

All best wishes

Anne Perry

Scotland

############
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