Answers to our Most Frequently Asked Questions:

1.)  Did you always want to be a writer?


Steve:  Nope. I always wanted to be a rancher.


Janet:  I was a music major in my early college days.  I aspired to be a high school choir director.

2.)  How did you get started writing?


Steve:  My wife got me interested in writing magazine articles when I was 32.


Janet:  After Steve graduated from seminary and became pastor of his first church, I got restless about finding what it was God wanted me to do, what he had gifted me to do when he created me.  I tried all sorts of things—started a youth group, took piano lessons, attended bookkeeping and cooking and sewing classes, joined singing groups . . . then a friend handed me a brochure for a writers conference at Mount Hermon, California.  That stirred up the writing fires.

3.)  How long does it take to write a book?


Steve:  How long is the book?  How much research needs to be done ahead of time?  After all that is settled, I can spend 2 to 6 months of actual writing.


Janet:  After research, and taking into consideration the duties and distractions of life happening, I’ve discovered I can complete most any book within 4 months.  BTW, Steve has been forced to complete a few of his books within 4-6 weeks!

4.)  Do you do your own artwork?


Steve:  Are you kidding?  I’m lucky to draw my hat.


Janet:  Ditto.

5.)  Where do you get your ideas?


Steve:  History books, pioneer journals, traveling throughout the West, and out of my imagination.


Janet:  Steve and I get very creative on the road.  Being alone together in a rig gets our talkative juices going.  Interaction with people is my primary idea resource.  My book, Awakening Your Sense of Wonder, grew out of a walk with my 4-year-old granddaughter.  The books Hope Lives Here and God Is Good All The Time developed from the stories I heard from women at retreats where I spoke.  Inspiration also comes from all kinds and varieties of reading.  I don’t relate to writers who say they never read other authors.

6.)  What kind of doors has being a writer opened for you?


Steve:  Travel, speaking, friendships around the world, radio and TV interviews.


Janet:  The most incredible opportunity that writing provides is ministry and outreach outside the confines of our tiny village.  Also, to make our living doing a creating process we dearly love.

7.)   What’s the most fun things about being a writer?


Steve:  Reading the fan mail and getting to know the readers.


Janet:  Yes, the precious and provocative e-mails and letters . . . also seeing my name on a book cover and seeing my name on a check. (
8.)  If someone writes to you, do you write back?


Steve:  Always.  But, sometimes, not too promptly.


Janet:  We’ve had a few problems once in a while when the address isn’t very legible or the reply to the e-mail gets returned because the addy isn’t typed in right on their end or because of SPAM blockers.  That’s a sore disappointment for both ends.  But we always try to reply to everyone who sends us a note. 

9.)  How do you decide on titles for you book?


Steve:  It’s a joint effort with the publisher.  We try to find something that explains the story, attracts the reader and has a poetic feel about it.


Janet:  Coming up with good titles takes almost as much effort as writing the article or short story or book.  We sometimes come up with dozens of choices before we get that ping of “this is the one that works.”  It might still get changed, but that working title is important for focus in staying with the key theme while working on the manuscript.

10.)  What’s the hardest part about being a writer.


Steve:  Discipline.  Discipline.  Discipline.


Janet:  Meeting a deadline and letting go of the process, especially when you have that feeling that there’s more perfecting that could be done.  Another difficulty is reading the stuff we’ve done before and has been published and out in the public in hard copy stone . . . and realize we would do it much differently today.

11.)  What could a person do to help prepare to be a writer?


Steve:  Read good writing.  Keep writing something every day—in a journal, a story, roughing out an article or book, composing a poem.  Attend a writers’ conference where you can take classes and interact with editors, publishers and other writers.


Janet:  Take a college writing class or sign up for a correspondence course.  Steve and I mentor beginning writers for Jerry Jenkins’ Christian Writers Guild.  Check it out at http://www.christianwritersguild.com/.  

12.)  How many times do you re-write your stories?


Steve:  About 6 or 7 times . . . but who counts?


Janet:  It takes me several drafts before the material perks enough that I’ve got my key kernel message and tone and style for this piece popping out.  After that, it’s the tweaking of the parts, rather than the whole . . . unless an editor suggests otherwise. (
13.)  Who pays for getting a book published?


Steve:  The publishers.  I get an advance (against royalties) then a  percentage (of the royalty after that) of each book sold.


Janet:  Self-publishing and POD (print on demand) venues are becoming more popular and common.  In that case, the author bears the brunt of the costs and also the main marketing and distribution burden.

14.)  How could I find a list of publishers?


Steve:  Look for Writers’ Marketbooks in your library or bookstore.


Janet:  Attending a writers’ conference provides all kinds of these resources.

15.)  How could I submit a book to a publisher?

Steve:  Send them a book proposal package:  2 or 3 sample chapters; a synopsis of the story or outline of the message; a cover letter about your book--who’s your target reader, how soon you could complete the manuscript, facts about yourself, including any writing and professional credits. 


Janet:  Never send an entire book manuscript, unless requested.  Meanwhile, again, attending a writers’ conference where you can have face-to-face contact will step up the averages a bit, rather than having your packet land on a pile of a bazillion other proposals.

16.)  Can a person actually make a living being a full-time writer?


Steve:  Yep, we’ve done it.  


Janet:  But it’s not easy and often requires stages of transition in which your main income comes from other sources.  Meanwhile, we down-sized our lifestyle, such as moving from S. California to N. Idaho, where cost of living’s lower, for one thing.  

17.)  What are the most important elements in a good novel?


Steve:  Good descriptions, good characters, good intensity, good focus, good plot and great dialogue.  The only unimportant part of a book is the author’s bio blurb.


Janet:  Really knowing your characters inside-out until you can relate every mole and secret and thought pattern.  You know what they’ll do and when they’ll do it . . . they come so alive they talk to you.  But even then, they can surprise you and take over when you least expect it.

18.)  Do you think anyone who works at it can become a good writer?


Steve:  Nope, but then we can’t all play in the NBA either.


Janet:  Anyone can always become a better writer and develop the best that they can be in order to accomplish what it is they need to do . . . through communicating their language, their words, their way. 

19.)  Have you published anything that shows what the writer’s life is like?


Steve:  I thought you’d never ask.  Check out my novel, Paperback Writer.


Janet:  We’ve also co-authored The Hidden West Series—3 cozy mysteries about a husband and wife writing team.  Folks we know claim that Tony and Price Shadowbrook seem a lot like us—only younger, I would add.

20.)  Which of your books is your personal favorite?


Steve:  The one I’m working on now.  It’s great!  You’re going to love it.


Janet:  My book, Awakening Your Sense of Wonder.  It’s also my most requested speaking topic for women’s retreats.  

